—_- =. & "= 


ae ed 


NT Oe ee - 


























PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, BY H. & A. BOWEN, NO. 10, CONGRESS-STREET..,.PRICE $ 2,50 PER ANNUM y—~$2, IF PAID IN ADVANCE. 





a 


= a ee ee 





— 





VOL, V. 


BOSTON, 





SATURDAY, ; DECEMBER 27, 1823. 


NO. 27, 





—- — > 


——~ 








————— = 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


A SERMON 
Delivered at Scituate, Mass. on the 20th of November, 


1823, being the day appointed for the 
Annual Thanksgiving. 





BY BENJAMIN WHITTEMORE. 


—~ 


Published by Request. 


ol 


«“ Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows 
unto the Most High.’’—Psalms 1. 14. 


CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


_ ——— 


7 


In obedience to the requisition of the Gevernor of 
this Commonwealth,we have this day come up hither ; 
but are not our outward adorations sanctioned by an 
inward spirit of praise, we offer vain oblations, and 
appreciate not the daily blessings, which the hand of 
Beneficence bestows upon us. Our observance of this 
day, our coming into the sanctuary, are but empty 
ceremonies, hypocritical worship, or solemn mockery, 
unless our hearts glow with the flame of gratitude, and 
our minds are deeply impressed with contriteness and 
humility: To pass this day appropriately, to ‘ offer to 
God thanksgiving, and pay our vows tothe most High,” 
as grateful children, and as christians, is our bounden 
duty. ‘To do this consistently, we must praise Him, 
that we are made the joyful recipients of his unlimited 





Nothing can be more commendable, than for de-! 
pendant beings, to render their expressions of gratitude 
to their bénefdictors 
us when in distress, rescued us from inpending danger. 
or contributed to our wants, it is a common law of our 
nature to be grateful. The child that is fed at a fath- 
er’s table, and enjoys a thousand~ tender offices, and | 
kind tokens of parental care, is undniiful indeed, and) 
wholly destitute of the soft sensibilities of our natare, 
if he is not grateful. But the sum of gratitude we owe 


to beings on earth, for kindnesses rendered, bears no 


comparison with that, which should sweil our hearts, | 


for the infinite manifestations cf paternal goodness from 
the Supreme Benefactor of the universe. If in any 
case we should be grateful to each other for the be- 


stowment of charities, how much more so should we | 


be towards that allwise rin JS who is the Author oi 
every blessing ; who not‘on!y 
the favors, we receive through ‘the medium of each 
other, but is also copious in bestowing those innumera- 
ble benefits for which we should be grateful to Him 
alone. We all feel that we are dependant on a pow- 
er infinitely above man. Were every earthty inhabi- 
tant our friend, none could order to us the seasons; 


none could free the earth from winter’s blast, dissolve |: 


the mountains of snow, unfetter the congealed streams, 
and bring in the joyful spring. None could cause the 
early and latter rains to descend; none tould cause 
the sun to emit his enlivening and ripening rays, that 
the husbandman may be rejoiced with a prosperous 
seed time and golden harvest. For these favors and 
countless others, are we dependant on an Almighty 


If a fellow creature has relieved | 


verrules, and directs | 


bounties, and from our hearts acknowledge his match- 
| less power. 

i ow prone we are to be unmindful of the Fountain 
| of all our joys! So common are. the blessings of heav- 
len, so often do we hear the goodness of God reiterated ; 
| th at we become unthoughtful of our dependence, and 
\indifferent to the voice that would awaken us toa 
‘sense of divine Love. We are lulled, as it were into 
|@ state of unconsciousness, by the breath of kindness ; 
we cast our eyes around on the fair fabrick of nature, 
where are the visible records of diyine regard,but too 
seldom do we seriously meditate its Wise Origin. We 
repose in the bosom of celestial Love, but too unfre- 
quently venerate Him who contributes to our wants. 

From the commencement of human life, to its close, 

there is a series of events unfolding the benev olence of 
God, and the duty and inter@st of man; and notwith- 
standing, wonderful to tell, ‘Wan remains ungrateful ! 
When comparing man with his Maker, in the one we 
see nothing but impotency and want, in the other heav- 
enly support, and ample sufficiency. Jn order that we 
may be somewhat profitted by our meditations on this 
interesting occasion, let us proceed to notice a few of 
the many important blessings, which render the in- 
junction—** Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay thy 
vous unto the Most High,” a reasonable and delightful 
service. 

Ist. Wenotice the blessing of national independence, 
It is not necessary that we recount the hardships, and 
bloody contests through which our progenitors passed, 
by which this blessing was secured to us; it is not ne- 
cessary to call your attention to the crimsoned fields 
where dur ancestors encounteredthe plundering foe,and 








| 
arm. The goodness discoverable in the providence of! | here our fathers,and our heroes paid the debtof na- 


God, calls for the highest feeling of human gratitude, 
the most devout admiration, the most sincere thanks- 


‘giving and praise. When the weak thoughts of mortals | 


are engaged in contemplating the Majesty of Heaven, 
we behold the Author of our existence, the preserver 
of ‘our lives, and the Father of our blessings. Words 
are but feeble in expressing that goodness, for which 
we should be grateful. The words of the Poet are 
pertinent to our subject. 


** Were all the ocean fill’d with ink, 
And all the earth of parchment made, 
And every stick thereon a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above, 

Would drain the ocean dry ; 

Nor would the scrawl] contain the whole, 
Though stretch’d from sky to sky.” 


‘Fellow pilgrims, need we any other inventive to 
make us thankful, than to be reminded of the works of 


- @ature, and Nature's ‘God? 


| ture, in obtaining that we now enjoy, to excite in your 
| breasts the spirit of praise. By the goodness of God, 

our fathers have been’enabled to Bequeath tousa % 
gacy all-important for our peace, one which tyrants 
would withhold from us, and one which we are bound 
to hand down to generations yet unborn. ‘Let the 
sweets of independence, the sea of blood by which it 
was purchased for us, iuspire our hearts to a constant 
determination never to resign it, until we dispise the 
name of Washington, heedlessly trample on the ashes 


the yoke of slavery, and pass our days in menial ser- 
vitude. But we all look on Liberty as a blessing of | 
invaluable worth ; and we al! praise God for the same. 

To God are we indebted for the gift of Washington, 
for heroes, for the spirit of freedom which was ardent | 








of our heroes, and are willing to fasten on our necks | 





of a merciless despot, but “ the day spring from on 
high,”’ has opened to our hearts the blessing of liberty. 
We have emerged froma state of thraldom and op- 

.Tession, to the free exercise of civil and religious prin- 
ciples,—from a state of weakness and infancy to the 
honors of a powerful nation. The din of war is heard no 
longer in our land, our midnight slumbers are not dis- 
turbed by the horrid yell of the merciless savage j— 
neither our youths, nor our veterans are compelled to 
leave the bosom of their families, either by the call of 
government, or the spirit of patriotism, to impede the 
inhuman work of a foe who plunders our houses, de- 
stroys our property, and spreads devastation in his 
way; but our heroes and our patriots, can securely 
rest beneath the wide spreading wings of the eagic, 
and joyfully pass their days in tilling the earth, in ex- 
tending the use of manufactories, in improving” private 
peace, and consulting the public weal. 

Brethren, how ardently should the spirit of Than?-s- 
giving burn in our breasts towards heaven’s-Almighty 
King, for our national blessings, with which we are fav 
ored by his benign goodness. For these blessings do 
you not delight to “offer unto God thanksgiving, and 
pay yourvows to the Most High?” Our God has 
guarded our liberty, as securely as did the flaming 
sword, the tree of life in Eden’s garden. 

You can now look back on times gone by, and con- 
trast them with-our country’s now better condition— 
Once the inhabitants of these shores were visited with 
cruel oppression, and stern affliction; the horrors of 
war, like the tempest black with the powers of de- 
struction, threatened them with death or slavery ; 
their faces were pale with dread ; their hearts trem- 
bled for the safety of the country they loved; ‘the 
thunder and clangor of war shook their dwellings ; 
darkness lowered on ovr continent,—every friend to 
himself and country, laid open his breast, and nerved 


his arm, in defence of his wife, his children, his prop- 


erty, and life; our towns and cities were enveloped 
in flames,our fields stained with the blood of our fellow- 
countrymen ; but an Omnipotent arm rescued us from 
the cannibal jaws of destruction ; scattered our éne- 
mies, and reared in our land the banners of Freédoin ! 
Beneath the tree of Liberty, agriculture flourishes, 
mechanism is encouraged, literature is promoted, angi 
every useful art which can add to the prosperity of a 
nation finds ample success beneath her propitious shade. 
Are we industrious, our lands will yield us incréase ; 
a tenth of which, we are not constrained to bestow on 
a proud Monatch, to support him in his pageantry, and 
regal pomp; ** no rapacious landlord has claims on 
your industry.” Our country teems With the chdice 
fruits of the earth; the exuberant soil has just yielded 
its abundatice ; the sythe and the sickle’ of the hus- 
bandman are stdréely motionless from gathering the 
precious harvest ; the morning sun of yesterday, @s it 
were, displayed to us the hills glittering with the gol- 
den grain; but autumn has now resigned us her stotes, 
which are to rejoice our fire-sides and our society, 
while winter’s blast sweeps o'er our land. Ali these 
blessings are sweetened by the gift of independence. 
The mournful voice of slavery is heard not in our 
‘dwellings, but peace and plenty we richly enjoy. — 


'The smile of freedom is your daily blessing ; and you 


have just filled your storehouses, and graineriés with 


in their breasts, and for the success that crowned their ' the bounties of heaven, and do you not to-day heartily 
labors. —No tyrant’s arm sways his sceptre over us,— join to ‘* offer tinfo God thanksgiving, and pay your 
we obey not the unwarrantable requisitions of a proud | rors unto the Most High 2” 

Monarch,—no fears compels us to bow before the car | 


(To Ye concluded in eur next.) 
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Dr. Mayhew a Universalist. 


ft’ Any friend who will inform us where we can 
find the Sermon from which the following extract was 
taken, wil! confer a favor. 





From the Herald of Life and Immortality. 


Extract from a Thanksgiving Sermon, delivered in Bes- 


ton, Dec. 9, 1762, by Jonathan Mayhew, D. D. Pas- 


tor of the West Ohurch in Boston, from Psalms cale. 
9, * The Lord is good to ali, and his tender Mercies 
are over ALL his works. In page 89, is the follow- 
ing :— 


“ The consideration of God’s goodness and 
mercy, particularly as manifested in the Scrip- 
Aures, in the redemption of the world by Christ, 
naturally suggests very pleasing hopes, and a 
glorious prospect, with reference to the conclu- 
sion, or final result of that most wonderful inter- 
position of grace. It cannot be denied, that ev- 
er since the apostacy of our first parents, there 
have been, and stil are, some things of a dark 
and gloomy appearance, when considered by 
themselves. So much folly, superstition and 
wickedness there is, ‘ in this present evil world.’ 
But when we consider the «declared end of 
Christ’s manifestation in the flesh, to give his 
Jife a ransom for all, and to destroy the works 
of the devil; when we consider the numerous 
prophecies respecting the destruction of sin and 
death, and the future glory of Chriss kingdom 
ON FARTH; When we consider, that he must reign 
till he hath put aur enemies under his‘feet, the 
Jast of which is death; and till he hath subdued 
att things unio himself; when we reflect, that 
according to the apostle Paul, where sin has 
abounded, grace Joes much more abound; and 
that the same creature (or creation,) which was 
originally made subject to vanity, is to be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption, into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God; when 
we consider the parallel which is instituted and 
carried on by the same apostle, betwixt the first 
and second Adan, in his epistie to the Romans; 
and his express assertion in another, that “ as 
in Adam att die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive ; but every man in his own order ;” 
in a word, when we duly consider that there is a 
certain restitution of all things, spoken by the 
mouth of all the holy prophets since the world 
began ; when we duly consider these things, I 
say, light and comfort arise out of darkness and 
sorrow. 

And we may, without the least presumption, 
conclude in general, that, in the revolution of 
ages, something far more grand, important and 

lorious than any thing which is vulgarly imag- 
ined, shall actually be the result of Christ’s com- 
ing down from heaven to die on a cross, of his 
resurrection from the dead, and of his being 
erowned with glory and honor, as Lord both of 
the dead and of the living. The word of God, 
and his mercy, endure forever; nor will be 
Jeave any thing which is truly his work, uofin- 
ished. ‘As the heavens are higher than the 
earth,’ saith the Lord, ‘ so are my ways higher 
than your ways; and my thoughts than your 
thoughts— My word—that goeth forth out of my 
mouth, shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please; and it 
shall prosper im the thing whereunto I send it.” 

“To conclude then; let us all, young men 
and maidens, old men and children, love and 
honor, extol and obey the God and Father of 
att, whose tender mercies are over all his 
works; and who has been so gracious and boun- 

tiful to ourselves in particular. If we sincerely 
io thas, as becometh the children of the High- 


ness, in a far more glorious manner and meas- 
ure than we can in the earthly house of this 
tabernacle. We shall doubtless also have a far 
more clear, distinct and perfect knowledge, than 
we can possibly have at present, of what is in- 
tended in some apparently grand and sublime, 
and yet difficult passages in the sacred oracles ; 
particularly that of John the Divine, with which 
|I close; * And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the carth, and such as 
are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard | 
saying, blessing, and honor, and glory, and 
power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb forever and ever.’—Rev. 
v. 13.” 
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Carver, Nov. 15, £823. 


Messrs. Editors,—The following is an extract 
from a small pamphlet, entitled, ‘* The Sweets 
of Solitude, or Instructions to Mankind, how 
they may be Happy in a Miserable World, &c. 
by A. Wison.” If you should deem them wor- 
thy of a place in your useful paper, your views 
will coincide with those of your humble servant, 

J. Maxim, Jun. 


EXTRACT. 


“In this * Miserable World,’ (so termed by a great 
portion of mankind,) happiness appears to be their gen- 
eral pursuit: yet how few are there who haye ap- 
proached the goal of their constant pursuits and wishes ! 
The only man who can be considered happy, is he who 
can reconcile himself to his circumstances, be they 
what they may ; who can wean himself from the fash- 
ionable follies of the world, and content himself to live 
within the limits of his mcome. But how few are 
there who have the fegtitude and resolution to pursue 
such a pian of conduct! the lusts of power, the blan- 
dishments of wealth, the phantom of honor, are so many 
stumbling blocks to their felicity. Discontent is the 
universal bitter of human life ; there are but very few 
who do not complain of some waut or other, though 
the want arises only from the caprice of their will; 
things go not right if they run not on the wheels of 
their fancy, and turn about with the wind mill of their 
brain. Not to amuse ourselves with hopes or fears, but 
to rest satisfied with our present circumstances, is a- 
lone the way to contentment, for he who wants noth- 
ing, possesses every thing. It isa contented mind that 
will give us happiness, as it will give us a constancy in 
all conditions. A lowcondition in the world seems to 
all a terrible misfortune—but how many are really 
poor amid their riches, and want in the midst of 
plenty!” 

** The true felicity of life is to be free from perturba- 
tions! to understand our duty towards God and man:; 
to enjoy the present without any anxious dependance 
upon the future. Not to amuse ourselves with either 
hopes or fears, but to rest satisfied with what we have, 
is abundantly sufficient ; for he that is so wants noth- 
ing. The great blessings of mankind are within us, 
and within our reach ; but we shut our eyes, and, like 


that we are in search of without finding it. One of the 
greatest secrets of life, is that of knowing how to sof- 
ten our uneasiness, and ifit be not in our power to dis- 
engage ourselves from trouble, to weaken at least the 
impressions of it ; without this we mus‘ resolve fre- 
quently to be miserable, for being exposed to number- 
less evils, hardly a day passes but we feel some new 
distress. Now I know of uo remedy more effectual 
than pre-consideration, and whoever has made an ex- 
act reflection upon the traverses of life, will find him- 
self at least consolable in bis misfortunes. I would 





,- 


people in the dark, we fall foul upon ihe very thing | 














est, we shalh, in due time, partake of his good-| have every one so far consider and expect all kinds of 


evils, as not to be surprised at any calamitous event... 
Let the happy courtier possess tne favor of his Sover- 
eign, and enjoy to his wish the pleasures of his good 
fortune ; yet let the examples of so many falls incling 
him to mistrust the security of his seat: let him not 
although on the summit of the wheel, forever cast hig 
eyes upwards, but some times look down: Let him 
| view the place he began to rise from, let-him consider 
| the first degree of his advancement, as a Precipice 
from which he may every minute be tumbled, Let 
not a prince be too fond of his empire: Let not the ob- 
server of such a world of people, easily flatter his self. 
love—In four and twenty hours Kings have been seen 
on a throne, and behind a chariot—In a few days we 
have scen the same prince triumph and led in triumph ; 
the resolution of the people, or the loss of a battle m 
ravish his crown from his head, and place his sceptre 
in the hand of a stranger. 

‘* Never pronounce any man happy who depends 
upon fortune for his happiness; for nothing can be 
more preposterous than to place the good of a reasona- 
ble creature in unreasonable things ;—If I have lest 
any thing, it was adventitious, and the less money the 
less trouble. It is a common mistake to account those 
things necessary that are superfluous, and to depend 
upon fortune tor the felicity of life, which arises only 
from religion and virtue ; there is no trusting to her 
smiles ; that which she gives us this hour, she may de- 
prive us of the next —and he who trusts to her favors, 
' shall either find himself deceived, or if he be not, his 
| will at least be troubled because he may be so. Wha'- 
_ soever our lot is in this world we ought to bear it with- 
out a murmur: a good man can never be misera'je 
| who cheerfully submits to the will of Providence, al- 
| though he may possess but a small portion of the riches 
of this life.—To be truly happy in this world, a man 
must be content with his lot, in a cheertul and quie’ 
resignation to the appointments of an impartial God.~ 
The joy of a sincere Christian stands firm witheut in 
terruption. In all places, at all times and in al! cohee 
tions his thoughts are cheerful and quiet.” 

(To be concluded in our next.} 
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’ BARRE, Vt. Dec. 16, 1823. 
To the Rev. Hosea Ballou, 

Dear Sir,—Onr venerable and beloved broth- 
er WILLIAM FARWELL departed this life on 
the 11th inst. at the house of his son in this 
town, in the 74th year of his age. He had en- 
ijoyed very good health, fer a man of bis years 
‘till within two weeks of his death, when he fell 
on the ice, and about the same time took a ¥i0- 
‘lent cold, which terminated his mortal hfe. He 
‘had buat just returned from a journey of four 
imonths into New-York, New-Hampshire, and 
| through this state, and preached the: Sabbath 

before his confinement in this vicinity. Br. 
Farwell remained firm in the belief, “ That 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour-of 
the world,” to the last, and met death with 
‘christian fortitude and resignation, giving, 18 * 

manner of his death, the lie to the old assertion 
‘that a belief in Universal Solvation, may do to 
live by, but will not do todie by. His wife with 
whom he had lived a full half century, survive? 
him, and is happy in the faith of the gospel. 

Br.F. 1 believe, was the first man who preach- 
ed the doctrine of impartial love in the rue 
part of Vermont, if notin the State. My objec 
jin troubling you with this letter 1s, that va 
snitable and respectful notice may be taken : 
the death of this aged seryapt of Christ, W 0 
has truly “* borne the barden and heat of t : 
day,”—God, my dear Sir, bas provided $0 
better things for us ia the preset day, thap 
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an 
yiolent opposition experienced by our fathers in 
the gospel. The deceased informed me that in 
five years after he commenced preaching, he 
did not receive enough in all given him to pay 
one toll over Connecticut River. 

Our Brother’s character was known to your- 
self, and for this reason I have taken the liberty 
of addressing this letter to you, hoping you will 
be so good as to make out an obituary notice for 
the Magazine. ! preached his funeral sermon, 
toa very large concourre of people, from 2 Tim. 
iv. 6,7, 8, ** For Lam now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, Ihave finished my course, I 
have kept the faith a Henceforth there is laid up 
for me @ crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day,and 
not to me only, but wnéo all them also that love his 
appearing.” 

“The Truth” is gaining ground very fast in this 
quarter ; the harvest is pleateous, but laborers 
are few: Lt am alone in this quarter, almost, 
there being but one preacher of Universal Grace 
within more than twenty miles of me. 

Accept, respected Sir, my best wishes for 
yvar temporal and spiritual welfare. May the 
Lerd still strengthen you to oppose “ spiritual 
wickedpess in high places,” and prosper your 
labors in his vineyard, 


With esteem, your friend, Jonn FE. PALMER. 


A. cur beloved Brother, whose death is stated in the 
foregoing letter, bas travelled in all parts of New-Eng- 
laud. sud much in the state of New-York; and as his 
asusble aud christian character has long been well 
jiown aod highly esteemed in all our societies, I feel 

ia equate tothe undertaking of saymg any thing that 
would be received as justice done to a departed fellow- 
isborer aud brother in our Lord's vineyard and cause, 
whose life aad conversation form the best eulogium of 
one whose wemory will long live im all our hearts.— 
‘way God sanctify this bereavement to his beloved 
Widow and Family, to the fraternity of the faithful, 
and to myself; that we may improve the same to our 
meral and religious advantage. H. B. 
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THE COMFORTS AND CONSOLATIONS OF 
HELL. 


Perhaps the reader will be surprized on reading the 
line which heads this article ; and it may be that the 
rerious will be inclined to call it profane. Indeed it 
is acknowledged, that the thoughts of another world 
are directly calculated to imspire any serious mind with 
anawe which is peculiar to the subject; and any 
thing which indicates a disposition to treat it with 
careless indifference, or to indulge concerning it a tri- 
fliug levity, must be disgusting to any one, who thinks 
on eternal things as he ought. But when the most e- 
gregious errors, and doctrines the most palpably ab- 
surd, are shielded against the inspection of reason, by 
that solemn awe, which, in its legitimate use, is most 
salutary in its effects, rational piety will endeavor to 
prevent the projanation, by removing the veil, and in- 
specting the rubbish which has sought a sanctuary un- 
der it. 

It is contended by orthodoxy, that the Creator, from 
all eternity, predestinated the greatest part of the hu- 
man family to endure the pains of hell to all eternity. 
So entirely peramaded are our christian doctors of this 
doctrine, and so essential do they consider it to the 
system of divine truth, that they look on the contrary 
opinion as a most dangerous heresy, exposing its advo 
cates to the divine indignation forever. It is tree that 
his very conclusion shews that orthodoxy is iid ; for 
four C reator, from all eternity, designed us ior end- 


| comparison. 





less wrath, it is not true that we are in danger of it be- 
cause we have not evidence to believe it; nor can 
candid reason see how we can expect to escape this 
endless state of suffering by believing that our Crea- 
tor designed us for it. 


If we ask concerning the justice of our being crea- 


| ted to suffer the pains of hell forever, we are told that 


this is the way in which God’s justice is to be glorified. 
So the injustice of an act is the only means of glorify- 
ing the justice of the author! If we ask how it is 
possible for the saints to enjoy a state of perfect felic- 
ty, if they know that the greatestapart of the haman 
race it ina state of interminable misery, and that 
their own nearest relations are among the sufferers, we 
are told that every degree of misery in hell will en- 
hance the felicity of the blessed many degrees ; and 
that parents will have their bliss advanced by seeing 
their children writhing in torment, and that children 
in heaven will have their joys advanced by realizing 
the unspeakable torments of their parents ; and that 
the same holds good in relation to all the dear connex- 
ions in which we realize the sympathies of our com- 
nion nature in this life. : 

It is true that it seems rather unaccountable why 
people who believe in this doctrine, should give them- 
selves so much trouble about the salvation of the hea- 
then, or why they should ever feel concerned for fear 
their own children should be found among the vessels 
of wrath in the eternal world ; for if these sound be- 
lierers are sure, as they profess to be, that the misery 
to be endured by the wretched hereafter, is to magni- 
fy the glory of God, and to increase their own felicity 
forever, it seems that they are now willing that the 
glory of God shonld be rendered dim as a dying taper, 
and that their own eternal blessedness should be grad- 
uated on a scale that would scarcely raise them above 
the dismal state of their fellow creatures. 

However, passing over this absurdity, as we must 
many others, in order to get along with the doctrine 
under consideration, we come to the subject suggest- 
ed in the line which heads, this communication, by 
contemplating the vast advantages which are to re- 
sult to the glory of God and the felicities of the bles- 
sed, by the sufferings endured in hell. 

It is certainly a most wise and prudent manage- 
ment to make the best of whatever condition divine 
providence allots us; and if our creator has deter- 
mined us for this state of endless, unspeakable suffer- 
ing, let us look about us and see if there is any con- 
siderations by which we can be comferted, and from 
which consolation can be derived. And here a field 
evidently opens,not only of vast extent, but one which 


abounds with rare productions! It is true our torments 


will be unspeakable ; but then we can troly say, that 
according as our day is, so shall our strength be. We 
shall be enabled to endure them; and shall have 
the cousolation of knowing that our sufferings 
can never surpass our ability to endure. We 
shall therefore have nothing to fear. Passing on in 
this open field of contemplation, we next consider the 
infinite and glorious displays of the divine perfections, 
which, were it not for our sufferings, would lic in end- 
less obscurity ; so,as to the glory of God, our suffer- 
ings have the same power, as was exerted in the natu- 
ral world, by the Creator, when he said—‘ let there 
be light, and there was light”! And here, too, is 
found the most luxuriant growth of thet heroic pride, 
which none bat great souls ever feel or enjoy. It is 
the pride of contributing infinite support to the system 
of godliness, by intense sufferings. ‘The hero. who 
suffers in the cause of his country, would be loih to 


loose the enjoyment which his condition affords hitn in: 


exchange for the ease and safety which {fall to the lot 
of the coward who shrinks from duty, and deserts his 
post and his commander. Let us here make a fair 
The saints in heaven will contemplate 


the glory of divine grace, as displayed in their for- 
giveness and reception to the enjoyments of paradise ; 
but they will know that nothing which they have 
done or suilerec contributes iv the least to display this 
glory ; but the tormented in hell will know that the 
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bright rays of divine justice owe their exhilerating lus- 
tre to the sufferings which they endure! But let us 
pass on to contemplate the bliss enjoyed by our fath- 
ers and mothers, our companions and children, our 
brothers and sisters, which owes its peculiar relish to 
the sufferings and torments which we are to endure 
for so noble and glorious a purpose. What father, 
mother, companion, child, brother, or sister, would 
shrink from pain, which should be known to be neces- 
sary for the peace and enjoyment of children, com- 
panion, parents, brothers, and sisters? This comfort, 
this consolation of knowing that we shall contribute 
and that largely, to an eternal weight of blessedness 
enjoyed by our dearest connexions in this life, will be 
ours forever! and to this we may add one more reflec- 
tion, which will not be considered the least among our 
enjoyments. I mean the thought, that we shall never, 
to all eternity, be in a situation to delight in the mis- 
ery andtorment of those whom we love as we do 
ourselves, or owe our case to their distress and pain ! 

And now, if orthodoxy becomes vexed, as of course 
she will, at discovering such rich comforts and conso- 
lations faHing to the lot of those whom she has con- 
signed to endless torment ; we will ask her how she 
will contrive to prevent what she so much dislikes ?— 
How will her doctors answer this question? Will 
they say that we shall not know all these consequen- 
ces when we are in eternity? Then the fact is, we 
shall forget all they have told us ; for there is nothing 
on which they have more veltemently urged their in- 
vented arguments. 

If the foregoing hiats can, in any way, contribute to 
open our eyes to see the blasphemy of representing our 
heavenly Father of such a disposition as induced bim 
to create man for endless torment, and the saints in 
heaven as possessing dispositions to enjoy felicity in 
consequence of the torments endured by kindred pa- 
ture, the design of writing them will be answered ,— 
and we shall be enabled to turn our grateful thoughts 
towards Him who will not cast off forever, because he 
delighteth in mercy. wen Bw. 
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Southern Association. 


EPISTLE. 


To all that love the truth as it is in Jesus: The 
SouTHERN Associsvi0Nn send Christian salutation— 

Beloved Brethren : 

Again, by the blessing of Divine Providence, we 
are permitted to addrets you in our associated capaci- 
ty, and to lay before you a brief account of the pros- 
perity of the cause of truth—-We assembled at this 
place on Wednesday, the 10th instant, agreeably to 
previous appointment, and now, at the close of our 
session, are enabled to say that, in “ waiting on the 
Lord, we have renewed our strength.” 

We have the unspeakable satisfaction to state, that 
the accounts received from various parts of the vivo- 
yard of the Lord, are highly gratifying to our feelings, 
and hold out the flattering prospect of the speedy ar- 
rival of that glorious era of light, when tiie benign 
principles of Universal Benevolence shal! pervade ev- 
ery part of our land—its spirit possess every heatt— 
and its accents dwell on every tongue. Unhallowed 
opposition has stalked forth in vain—the envenomed 
arrows of detraction and slander have fallen harmless 
at our feet—and in the midst of persecution, our num- 
bers, our temples, our churches and societics, and la- 
borers in the ministry imerease beyoud our most san- 
guine expectations. 

Our present session has been a season of refreshing 
to our souls ; and we realize truly that it has been 
good for us to be here.—On no former occasion of the 
kind have we seen so many of our ministering breth- 
ren Collected,auud seldom has there been more cordial- 
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ity in our feelings. ‘The principal labour of this body 
has been directed to the object of settling some dilh- 
culties that have heretofore unhappily existed with re- 
gard to our brethren who were the authors of the “*Ap- 
peal and Declaration” —aud we state with unfeigned 
pleasure, that as it respects the three of those breth- 
ren who were present, ‘* our labor was not in vain in 
the Lord.”» Those difficulties have been eutirely re- 
moved ; and, we humbly trust, a reciprocity of broth-| 
erly love, and christian fellowship restored, which 
nothing shall again be suffered to interrupt. 

Two brethren of known virtuous characters, of good 
natural and acquired abilities, and who, we with con- 
fidence hope, will prove supporters and ornaments to 
our cause, have at this time been received into our 
fellowship, as preachers of the doctrine of the free and 
impartial grace of God; and a third set apart by the 
solemnities of ordination, to the same great and im- 
portant work. 

Our public services have been such as to instruct 
and edify, to call our attention to the duties we owe 
to our heavenly Parent as a kind benefactor, and to 
our fellow-men, as brethren of one and the same great 
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family. The great truths of that gospel ‘* which hath 
brought life and immortality to light”—of the “* grace 
of God which bringeth salvation,” have been clearly 
and forcibly illustrated, and administered food and 
consolation to every soul. 

We trust that an elevated feeling of devotion, and 
purity of intention, have accompanied our labors, and 
in the close we say, The Lord hath been with us of a 
truth. Permit us now brethren to remind you of the 
high vocation wherewith you are called, to glory and 
to virtue.—-May you labour with us in the sacred 
cause of truth, and while we labor together for the 
promotion of this noble object, may we “* be careful to 


depart from all iniquity,” and watch over each other 
in the Lord. 


Professions are but words—words are but wind— 
and these can never test the sincerity of our hearts.— 
It is only according to the practical effect produced on 
the life and conduct, that we can duly estimate the 
value of any religious system. Whatever is calculat- 
ed to call into action the benevolent affections of the 
soul, and promote the well being of ourselves and oth- 
ers, is deserving our highest commendation, and should 
elicit our hearty co-operation and firm support.—On 
the other hand, that which has a tendency to subvert 
these great and important principles, should receive 
our unqualified disapprobation. 

The doctrine of Universal Benevolence and Impar- 
tial Grace, which we profess to advocate, holds out 
the highest incentives to moral virtue. As we, there- 
fore, revere these sacred principles, as we adore our 
heavenly Parent, and wish to imitate his goodness, as 
we venerate the name of Jesus, our Great High 
Priest, as we honor the cause of religion and virtue, 
and desire to promote the happiness of ourselves and 
others, let us ** think on these things.” 

Finally, brethren, may we be of ‘** one accord—of 
one mind’’—may we seek and follow ‘ those things 
which make for peace, and the things wherewith one 
may edify another’’—‘ For so is the will of God, that 
_with well-doing, ye may put to silence the ignorance 
of Holish men.”’—And the God of peace be with us. 
keep us in the true and living way, and with the word 
of his grace, build us up, and give us an inheritance 
amongst all them that are sanctified.”.—May he grant 
it for his mercy’s sake, in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

JACOB FRIEZE, Clerk. 

Mitrorp, Dec. 11th, 1823. . 





At Washington, Ken. a public religious dispute, at- 
tended by a large assemblage of persons, has been 
held between Mr. Campbell and Mr. M’Calla, for 
nine days. The question regarded infant baptism.— 
At times they were very warm. At the conclusion, 
each gentleman declared he was victorious ; but it is 
said the auditors considered the subject to remain as 
undecided as at the commencement. 
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SELECTED. 
DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 


‘Tis not scenes of festive pleasure, 
Splendfd equipage and dress, 
Woarded heaps of glittering treasure,— 

Can bestow true happiness. 


No, the sweetest joy arises 
From domestic, dear delights ; 
Where the peace, that virtue prizes, 
With attractive power unites. 


Far from scenes of sad vexation, 
Happy they who can remove, 
To their tranquil habitation, 
Blest with competence and love. 


Where good nature, ever smiling, 
Kindles joy in every heart ; 

And affection, grief beguiling, 
Sweetest pleasures can impart. 


Piety, the scene adorning 
With a lustre all divine, 

Brings to view the glorioug morning 
When their joys shall brighter shine. 


Earth’s delights at best are fleeting, 
Every pleasure has its pain ; 

But when these are all retreating 
°Tis to bloom more fair again. 


O how lovely is the dwelling 

Where such joys as these abount; 
Each enjoyment sure foretelling, 

All with glory shall be crown*d. 


—— 0: 0 ae 
MY NATIVE HOME. 


O’er breezy hill or woodland glade, 

At morning’s dawn or closing day, 
In Summer’s flaunting pomp array’d, 

Or pensive moonlight’s silver ray ;— 
The wretch in sadness still shall roam, 
Who wanders from his native home. 


While at the foot of some old tree, 

As meditation soothes his mind, 
Lull’d by the hum of wand’ring bee, 

Or ripling stream, or whispering wind, 
His vagrant fancy still shall roam, 
And lead him to his native home. 


Though Love a fragrant couch might weave, 
And Fortune heap the festive board, 
Still memory oft would turn to grieve, 
And reason scorn the splendid hoard ; 
While he, beneath the proudest dome, 
Would languish for his native home, 


To him the rushy roof is dear, 
And sweetly calm the darkest giom 
While pomp, and pride, and power appear 
At best the glitt’ring plagues of men, 
Unsought by those that never roam 
Forgetful of their native home. 


Let me to Summer's shades retire, 

With meditation and the Muse, 
Or ’round the social Winter-fire, 

The glow of temper’d mirth diffuse ; 
The winds may how], and waters foam, 
I still shall bless my native home. 


And O, when Youth’s extatic hour 

And passion’s glowing noon are past, 
Should age behold the tempest low’r 

And sorrow blow its kneenest blast,—- 
My shade, no longer doom’d to roam, 
Shall find the grave @ peaceful home. 


ZINE. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAzINp, 


ANSWER 
TO THE QUESTIONS OF “ A NECESSARTAR » 


Q. Ist. Are all the means which God employs to 


| accomplish certain ends or purposes, emphatically, ang 
in every sense of the word, good 2 

} A. No. Pain is not, for the present, good tombe 
| yet ‘* God employs it to accomplish certain ends, 
Q. 2d. Is that which he calis evil, a means e : 
| ed by God, for the accomplishment of certain purpo- 
| ses? 

A. Yes. ‘* Shall there be evil in the city, and the 
| Lord hath not done it?” (Amos iii. 6.) “Shall we re. 
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall we not re. 

ceive eri] 2 (Job ii. 10.) ‘ST make peace and cre. 
ate ev) 1 the Lord do all these things.” (Isaiah 
xlv. 7.) 





** 4 Sltumbling-Block” 


Attempted to be removed, which ‘ A Necessarian" 
found in his way. The ‘* stumbling-block,” I under. 
stand to be this, namely: How can a God of love 
cause or produce real evil, or make use of means that 
are not ‘emphatically, and in every sense of thé word, 
good”? to accomplish certain valuable purposes? 

We will establish certain data, that ‘* God is love.” 
, We will agree that God works all things after the 
counsel of his own will. That he works in men to 
will and do of his good pleasure. And that when men 
walk, God directeth their steps. Nevertheless, who 
| will say that there is no difference between pleasure 
‘and pain, happiness and misery? Do not all petsons 
‘know the difference, by experience? Will a Neces 
| sarian say, that there is no difference to him, between 
bitter and sweet, good and evil, light and darkness; 
| though the darkness and light are both alike to God? 
| I know it to be a fact, that I have willed and spok- 
}en that which has ptoduced pain and misery in my 
thoughts; and walked in a way that was painful to 
‘my steps. Yet these miserable thoughts, and paiofal 
steps, | now hope were wisely ordered or directed by 4 
: God of love, as a means of promoting a valuable pur 
| pose concerning me in the end. So I believe concert- 
ing all the evi/ or bad means, in men’s view, the pain 
iand sia, which a wise and good God makes use of, of 
laverrales to accomplish his good purposes. 
I do not like to call any means bad, all things consid- 
‘cred, which God ordains for a good end. The most 
| painful cveuts that men experience, are evil only for 
‘the present ; or as Paul says, are not joyous, but griev- 
| ous, but will afterwards yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness. -Thus 1 endeavor to compose my troub- 
(led thoughts under the afflictive scenes of this mortal 
life. Thus l have attempted to remove the “stumbling 
bloek ;*> but perhaps I have only got over, OF around 
it; and my friend Necessarian, must do better if he 
SEEK TRUTH, 
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MARRIED, 


In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. John ~~. 
man to Mrs. Maria Brown, eldest daughter of the Jate 
Mr. Robert Dawes. , 

in Salen, Mass. Mr. Joshua Pope to Miss Lu 
Johnson. 


In Marblehead, Mr. Richard Evans to Miss Isabella 


Talbot Russell. ’ bai 
in Gloucester, Mr. Gorham Parsons to Miss Abigail 


Challice. 


cretia 


DIED, 


: e6 
In this city, Tuesday evening last at the Bs. Co 
House, after a week’s illness of typhus fever, ©4P 


JAMES MAGEF. 0s 
Mr. Hosea Jones, aged 24. George W. Has ’ 


aged 7. Jer 
At Lechmere Point, (Cambridge) Caleb Wheelie’, 
aged 9. full of the 


In Medford, Mrs. Mary Tufts, aged 67; 





‘hopes of a blessed immortality. 








